Miller Grove School Board

Regular Meeting

May 16, 2016
The Miller Grove School Board met in a Regular session with the following members present:

Eric Mabe




Bret Garrett




Brandon Darrow



Lewis Russell
Brian Lennon




Doug Hall

Kristi Burnett  
Members Absent:  none
Others in attendance:  Steve Johnson, Gary Billingsley and Jaime Fox.  Also attending: Clint George, Kim Irby, Kevin Sharp, Amber Sharp, Cherrie Bessonett, Callie Glover, Inge Heijliger, Rolanda Hasten, and Ray Sparks.      
At approximately 6:00 p.m. the meeting was called to order by Eric Mabe. 
Public Forum: Kevin and Amber Sharp addressed the Board on behalf of their son.  They were worried about the negative consequences a hair length policy may have on their son.  They were concerned a new policy may hurt his self esteem if he was forced to cut his hair.

Cherrie Bessonett addressed the Board on behalf of Special Ed students who may not have obvious outward disabilities.  She advised that Special Ed law was in place to protect all students with disabilities.  She gave several examples of why some students may have long hair.  For example, the hair may cover hearing aids, scars or nervous disorders. (Her notes are attached). 
Clint George reviewed the minutes from the August 2015 Site Base Committee meeting.  He reminded the Board that the committee had discussed tattoos and hair and felt they were non issues at Miller Grove ISD.

Board minutes:

A motion was made by Brandon Darrow and seconded by Lewis Russell to approve the minutes of the April 18, 2016 meeting with the Board concerns omitted.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Payment of bills:

A motion was made by Doug Hall and seconded by Lewis Russell to pay the bills.  The motion carried unanimously.

Elementary construction update:

Mr. Johnson reported that the foundation excavation was near completion.  

Resignations:

Mr. Johnson reported that Jaime Huddleston and Lovina Jones had both resigned.  Huddleston was going into business and Jones was going to teach in Emory where her grandchildren are.

Alliance Bank:

Alliance Bank had requested a resolution to be signed to allow wireless transfers of insurance premiums from the business office to the vendors.  A motion was made by Doug Hall and seconded by Brandon Darrow to sign the resolutions.  The motion carried with Lewis Russell voting NO.

Discussion on hair policy for handbook:

Tabled until a later date.
Executive session:
At 6:50 p.m. the Board went into executive session to discuss recommendations for elementary and secondary teachers.

Open session:

At 7:27 p.m. the Board returned to open session.  

A motion was made by Brian Lennon and seconded by Lewis Russell to employ Rolanda Hasten on a one year probationary contract for the 2016-2017 school year.  The motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Bret Garrett and seconded by Doug Hall to employ Samantha Watson on a one year probationary contract for the 2016-2017 school year.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Superintendents Report:
Mr. Johnson reported on the transgender issue.  The school’s law firm had sent a notice that FFH, (Local) currently protected all students’ rights.  
Principals Report:
Mr. Billingsley reported a total enrollment of 299 and upcoming events.  He also told the Board he would like to see scholarships also apply to juniors so they could use them for concurrent classes.
Board Concerns:

At 7:39 p.m. a motion was made by Brandon Darrow and seconded by Bret Garrett to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.

_______________________

_________________________

President



Secretary
